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About this guide
This guide explains recommendations to registering where Brownfield Land Register files have been
published.
Planning practitioners, who have compiled a Register, will find this guide useful when working with data and
GIS colleagues, to explain the requirement to publish and register the files.
The technical sections of the guide are aimed at those data and GIS specialists, and assumes some prior
knowledge of data.gov.uk and INSPIRE.
Help is offered via the data.gov.uk feedback channel at https://data.gov.uk/contact and for INSPIRE at
uk-inspire-help@defra.gsi.gov.uk .

Why register the location of a published file?
The CSV file
Each planning authority will make their own arrangements to publish their files. Many will choose to publish at
their own website, probably as a part of their open data pages. Others may publish at an Open Data Portal,
partnership site, or perhaps a site focussed on local planning.
Local people are therefore likely to have no problem finding files from their local council. However, quickly
finding all of the files for the whole country would be very time consuming.
As each file from each council will be to the same data standard, it will be possible to join each of the files, to
create a single set, which can then be filtered, aggregated and analysed.
This need will arise for
● The Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) who will regularly want to monitor the
progress of brownfield development;
● Organisations like the Local Government Association who provide access to standards based open
data at http://opendata.esd.org.uk/;
● Housing Developers who want to find candidate sites;
● ‘app’ developers who want to build web and mobile apps which make use of the data.

Spatial files for INSPIRE
Similarly, there is an existing requirement to register ‘spatial’ files for INSPIRE, to support the ‘discovery’,
‘view’, and ‘download’ services. These ‘spatial’ files will contain a data representation of the extent of each site
as a polygon, together with the data from the CSV file, as attributes. A ‘spatial’ file may come in many
renditions, to suit various audiences, such as GML, KML, Shape Files, GeoJson and so on.
This guide explains how to achieve both of these requirements, that is, registering the CSV file, and registering
the ‘spatial’ files.

Registering at data.gov.uk
What is data.gov.uk?
data.gov.uk is the UK’s open data portal; where the locations of UK public sector open data can be found.
It is important to emphasise that actual data files are not uploaded to data.gov.uk. Each data file has a page on
data.gov.uk where it is described, and the URL is given of the web address where the data can be
downloaded.
This information about a data file is called ‘metadata’ (to distinguish it from the data itself), and a publisher
registers their data by creating a page at data.gov.uk and adding the metadata. Officers of public sector
organisations can sign-up to register data files at data.gov.uk.

People can then browse through categories, publishers, regions etc to find what data exists, and to check the
definition before deciding to download a copy.
data.gov.uk also provides features for computers to access it directly so that all files matching search criteria
can be discovered and fed back as a results set.

How to Register at data.gov.uk
There are two approaches to registering a CSV data file at data.gov.uk and then a further step to register
‘spatial’ files for INSPIRE.
For the CSV file
● log on directly to data.gov.uk and use those pages to register the file.
… or
● use a local open data portal to publish the data, which then automatically updates data.gov.uk.
For the ‘spatial’ files
● Create a GEMINI2 metadata record
● Get that record harvested to data.gov.uk
Note: if using the UK Location editor, you can opt to have that editor get the record harvested.

Registering a Brownfield CSV file by logging on to
data.gov.uk
General guidance on publishing at data.gov.uk can be found at http://guidance.data.gov.uk/. You can also see
how other publishers have registered brownfield land data by searching data.gov.uk - i.e.
https://data.gov.uk/data/search?q=brownfield+register
Most councils will already have one or more officers who are signed up at data.gov.uk to register its data files.
If no one from the council is signed up, or you need to be authorised, refer to data.gov.uk’s general guidance .
Note: this guidance is written for the data.gov.uk site in July 2017. Data.gov.uk are renewing their site so
some of these screen shots may look different to the pages that you will see. We’ll update this guide as the
new data.gov.uk site is launched.
Log in and select your
publishing organisation from
https://data.gov.uk/

From “Publisher tools” pick the organisation for which you want to register a
dataset. For most people the only option available will be your own council.

Select “Add new dataset”

From the publishing page for your organisation, pick “Add new dataset”

Add a name for the dataset

This single entry will be used to register the location of each Brownfield
Land file that is published over time, so avoid putting dates in the ‘Dataset’
name.

The system will then create a URL for the registration for you.

Add a file reference to the
dataset

In the “Data Files” section, set the record as a ‘timeseries’. This allows
more than one file to be registered in the dataset, each with an effective
date. Set the update frequency to ‘other’, and then add a short explanation
of how regularly you expect to publish an updated file - e.g. ‘at least
annually’.
In the table to define each file, enter a line with an effective date, and a file
title. We suggest you use the convention {council area name} Brownfield
Land Register as at {dd/mm/yyyy} ,eg “Bolton Brownfield Land Register as
at 18/12/2017”.
Enter the URL where the datafile is published, and set the format to ‘csv’.

Publishing updated files.

As an updated Brownfield Land Register is published, just add a new row to
this table.
You can use the up/down arrows against each row to put the latest version
at the top of the list.

Reference the schema

Also in the “Data Files” section, under “Schema/Vocabulary” pick the
“Brownfield Site Register - 2017…” schema.

Add a description

Add a description which will help those browsing your data, to decide if they
want to download it..

So long as your description is sufficiently accurate, data.gov.uk will pick a
suitable theme.
Set Open Government
Licence (OGL)

Accept the Open Government Licence (OGL) option

Set any non-default contact
details

You need only set contact details if they are different from the defaults for
your organisation.

Add additional resources

For example, perhaps add a link to GIS web pages for Brownfield Land, or a
page explaining how to participate.

Add links to any further resources describing the brownfield sites data if you
have any

Leave temporal coverage
blank.

As the dataset is defined as a time-series, the effective dates will have been
recorded for each file. Therefore, this page, which refers to the whole
dataset, can be left blank.

Geographical coverage

Set the geographical coverage as “England”.

Save

Click “Save and Finish” to complete registering the dataset.

The “Edit dataset properties” box can be used to make further changes.

Registering a Brownfield CSV file at a local open data portal
Some councils use a platform to publish their local open data. Typically these are powered by
● DataShare - originally developed by the London Borough of Redbridge
● ckan - an open source data publishing platform
Both of these products can be setup to automatically create registrations at data.gov.uk. Data.gov.uk calls this
approach ‘harvesting’ whereby it regularly updates all registrations from a publisher by overwriting with a fresh
set of details pulled from the local portal.
If your council uses this approach, you can publish and register your CSV file in that way.
However, at present, the harvesting process cannot set the ‘schema’ for a file in the way that this guide
showed can be done when registering using data.gov.uk pages. Data.gov.uk do intend to add this feature by
using the ‘conformsTo’ element when harvesting, but right now that does not work. If the schema were
subsequently set using the data.gov.uk pages, then unfortunately, that would be undone when the harvester
next refreshed registrations for the publisher.
To solve this problem, data.gov.uk have provided a ‘work-around’, which is to add a further ‘resource’ to the
dataset, named ‘Schema’ with a type of ‘JSON’ and the URL to the brownfield schema.
●

https://raw.githubusercontent.com/iStandUK/BrownfieldLandRegister/master/schema/brownfieldlandreg
ister2017.json

Data.gov.uk then have a script that runs every 4 hours to set the ‘schema’ from the information contained in
this extra resource.
At data.gov.uk, this will look like

… and the effect will be to set the ‘schema/vocabulary’, which can be checked in the ‘Additional Information’
section

Registering ‘spatial files’ for INSPIRE
The ‘spatial’ files containing the polygons and attribute data are in scope of the INSPIRE ‘Land Use’ theme
and should therefore be published and registered to the INSPIRE standards and infrastructure.
This is not new for local authorities whose GIS teams regularly publish environmental spatial data in this way.
Local Authorities are encouraged to contact the INSPIRE enquiry mailbox at uk-inspire-help@defra.gsi.gov.uk
to ask for further help and advice.

Editing GEMINI2 metadata
GEMINI2 is the UK metadata standard to describe spatial files that are published for INSPIRE.
Councils will already have found a preferred method to prepare GEMINI2 metadata, and have it harvested to
data.gov.uk.
Once on data.gov.uk, a typical entry might look like

Linking Spatial Files to the CSV file
It is possible to define a link between the INSPIRE registration of spatial files, and the separate registration of
an associated CSV file. This can be done using a GEMINI2 “Resource Locator”, specifying the URL of the

data.gov.uk page defining the CSV file, with “function” of “information” and a “name” like “metadata about the
CSV version”.
The data.gov.uk page shows all Resource Locators as links, with the “name” visible.

Complying with the Land Use theme
To comply with the Land Use theme, councils may add further fields to the ‘spatial files’ which are not present
in the CSV file.
A register file would be an INSPIRE Planned Land Use Spatial Plan, with minimal attributes of
● Identifier.namespace
● identifier.localID
● extent
● officialTitle
● levelOfSpatialPlan
● planTypeName
● beginLifeSpanVersion
● validFrom
Each row in a register would be an INSPIRE Planned Land Use Zoning Element, with minimal attributes of
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

inspireID.namespace
inspireID.localId
geometry
hilucsLandUse
regulationNature
validFrom
specificLandUse
processStepGeneral
backgroundMap.backgroudMapURI
beginLifeSpanVersion

